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NFL - Natural Features and Landscapes

Overview

This chapter aims to protect Outstanding Natural Features (ONF) and Outstanding Natural Landscapes
(ONL) from inappropriate subdivision, use and development. It does this by managing the effects of land
use and development on Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes both within
and outside the coastal environment. The District Plan Planning Maps show the Outstanding Natural
Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes in the Kaipara District. and _Schedule 4 - Outstanding
Natural Features and Schedule 5 - Outstanding Natural Landscapes identify the specific characteristics,

In keeping with their "natural" description, Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes
comprise mainly undeveloped rural and coastal land. These areas are generally sensitive to subdivision, use
and development, but there may be individual sites where it is possible to demonstrate lesser sensitivity to
subdivision, use and development proposals.

Landowners play a critical role in the preserving the values of Outstanding Natural Features and
Outstanding Natural Landscapes by retaining elements that contribute to those values (such as leaving
large tracts of indigenous vegetation intact) and actively enhancing these elements (for example through
pest control and native plantings).

Protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate subdivision, use and
development is a matter of national importance under the RMA. This chapter gives effect to the NRPS and
New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010 (NZCPS) requirements for protecting and managing these
features and landscapes.

Objectives

NFL-O1 Protection of Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes

The characteristics, qualities and values of Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural
Landscapes_are identified and? protected from inappropriate subdivision, use and development.

NFL-02 Maintenance and enhancement of Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding
Natural Landscapes

The maintenance and enhancement of the characteristics, qualities and values of Outstanding Natural
Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes is promoted.

Policies

NFL-PX Characteristics, qualities and values of ONL and ONF2

Identify Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes through an assessment of the
characteristics, and qualities and values using the criteria in Schedule 4 (ONF) and Schedule 5 (ONL)

NFL-P1 Activities that maintain, restore or enhance characteristics, qualities and values

1 Cl 16 change — correcting a statement of fact.
2DOC [304.88]
3 EDS [265.5]
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Enable activities that protect?, maintain, restore or enhance the characteristics, qualities and values of
Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes as-set-out-in-Schedule-4-and-Schedule
55, including conservation activities and the removal of redundant buildings and structures.

NFL-P2 Existing subdivision®, use and development

Recognise that lawfully established subdivision’, land use and development are located within Outstanding
Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes and allow them to continue without undue restriction.

NFL-P3 Adverse effects within the coastal environment

Within the coastal environment, avoid adverse effects from subdivision®, land use and development on the
characteristics, qualities and values that make of-°Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural
Landscapes outstanding '’ as-set-out-in-Schedule-4-and-Schedule-5:""

NFL-P4 Adverse effects outside the coastal environment

Outside the coastal environment:
1. Avoid significant adverse effects of subdivision'?, land use and development on the characteristics,
qualities and values that make of-"*Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes
outstanding ™ as-set-eutin-Schedule-4-and-Schedule-5'%; and
2. Avoid, remedy or mitigate other adverse effects (including cumulative adverse effects) of subdivision®,
land use and development on the characteristics, qualities and values of Outstanding Natural Features
and Outstanding Natural Landscapes including by:

a. In Outstanding Natural Features, requiring easuring'’ that the scale and intensity of earthworks
and built development is appropriate taking into account the scale, form and vulnerability to
modification of the feature;

b. In Outstanding Natural Landscapes, requiring ensuring'® that the location and intensity of
subdivision, use and built development is appropriate having regard to, natural elements,
landforms and processes, including vegetation patterns, ridgelines and freshwater bodies and
their margins; and

4 Piroa Conservation Trust [257.5],

5 Consequential as a result on new policy NFL-PX - EDS [265.5]
6 Daytona Trust [263.19]

7 Daytona Trust [263.19]

8 DOC [304.89]

° Daytona Trust [263.16]

10 Daytona Trust [263.16]

1 Consequential as a result on new policy NFL-PX - EDS [265.5]
12 Piroa Conservation Trust [257.6]

13 Daytona Trust [263.16]

4 Daytona Trust [263.16]

15 Consequential as a result on new policy NFL-PX - EDS [265.5]
'6 Piroa Conservation Trust [257.6]

7 Piroa Conservation Trust [257.6]

18 Piroa Conservation Trust [257.6]

9 Federated Farmers [136.82]
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NFL-P6 Assessment of resource consents

Have

1.

2.

3.

applicationsfer?! subdivision?, land use and development on ir?® Outstanding Natural Features and
Outstanding Natural Landscapes:

regard to the following matters when assessing and managing the effects of reseurce-consent-

The physical and visual integrity and any fragmentation of the landscape or feature, and its sensitivity or
vulnerability to change;

Adverse and positive effects on identified characteristics, qualities and values of the landscape or
feature?;

The existing context, including the intensity, scale, and characteristics of the land use and
development in the Iocallty and the characterlstlcs qualities and values of the landscape or

feature.

The location, scale and design of the proposed development including in relation to ridgelines, skylines

and prominent headlands, existing land use and development, and its the-values-of surrounding-land-and-
established-activities-and visibility from roads and public places?;

Integration of the building, structure, access or activity into the landscape or feature, including

materials, reflectivity, colour, landscaping,-and fencing, lighting?” and development density25;

The need-for?®, extent, design, location and visibility of earthworks and vegetation clearance;-and
Historical or cultural associations with the feature or landscape;

The retention of predominant indigenous vegetation cover in the landscape;2°

Methods and timelines for restoring or reinstating earthworks and revegetating land!;
. The operational or functional need for the proposed development to be located in the landscape or feature;
and*2
. The degree to which the proposal has already been anticipated through a previous resource consent
process, including development on and access to building platforms approved through subdivision®3,

Rules

Notes:
1.

2.

3.

The rules in this chapter apply to land in the Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural
Landscapes overlays, described in Schedule 4 and Schedule 5 and shown on the Planning Maps.

For certain activities, consent may be required by rules in more than one chapter in the District Plan.
See Part 1 - General Approach.

Earthworks and indigenous vegetation clearance in the margins of wetlands are controlled by the
Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020 (NES-F).
Rule NFL-R3 and NFL-R4 do not to apply earthworks and indigenous vegetation clearance regulated by

20Cl16 -

addressed in the Infrastructure chapter

21 Federated Farmers [136.82]

22 Piroa

Conservation Trust [257.7]

23 Federated Farmers [136.83]
24 Clause 16 clarification

25 Piroa
26 Piroa

Conservation Trust [257.7
Conservation Trust [257.7

27 Horizon Surveying & Land Development [315.32] and Federated Farmers [136.82]
28 Federated Farmers [136.83]

29 Piroa
% Piroa

Conservation Trust [257.7
Conservation Trust [257.6] and Federated Farmers [136.82]

31 Federated Farmers [136.83]
32 Federated Farmers [136.83]
33 Daytona Trust [263.20]
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the NES-F.

4. The National Environmental Standards for Commercial Forestry 2017 (NES-CF) regulates commercial
forestry and Regulation 6 of the NES-CF allows plan rules to be more stringent to protect Outstanding
Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Features and to manage afforestation. This chapter contains
more stringent rules for commercial forestry related earthworks, vegetation clearance and afforestation in
ONL and ONF in some circumstances. These rules are in addition to the NES-CF regulations (not

instead of).
NFL-R1 External additions and alterations to existing buildings or structures
ONL and ONF 1. Activity status: Permitted 23.34 Activity status when
compliance not achieved:
Where: Restricted Discretionary
a. The alteration or addition of any existing
bu!ldlng or struc?ture sha.II pot exceed the 3 Matters over which
height of the existing building or structure; e Teat Tl
and o . . . a. The matters in NFL-P6;
b. The activity complies with the following and
standards: b. The positive effects of the
i. NFL-S2 Gross Floor Area; and activity. 35
ii. NFL-S3 Exterior Colour and
Reflectivity.
NFL-R2 New buildings and structures
ONL and ONF 1. Activity status: Permitted 3. Activity status when
outside-the- compliance not achieved
coastal- Where: with NFL-R2.1: Controlled
environment®® a—The building-or structure-is:
: ¢ .. Where:
e reilspsle s odetine ool s
estab#shed—aehw{y—e; a. The buiIding is a
L On-a building platform-identifiedin residential unit or a
an-existing-approved-subdivision- minor residential unit on
consentandlorland-use-consent a defined building
lodged-with-Council-priorto-30-Aprik- A, e e
2025:- and?’ building platform has
b. The building or structure complies with been identified through
the following standards: an expert landscape
i.  NFL-S1 Building and Structure SR —
Height; approved as part of an
i. NFL-S2 Gross Floor Area; and existing subdivision
iii.  NFL-S3 Exterior Colour and sanmart
Reflectivity; or 4. The matters of control:
c. 1t |.s|.ta tertnp'o'rarv building or strtljti:t:re fgr a. The location, scale and
'TIIEII\/?;VRrZaI?smq purposes permiied under design of buildings, and
L= associated accessways
and infrastructure,
. having regard to their
2. This rule does not apply to: visual prominence:
- . £ ol ,
on-the-Survev Plan forlots 1-29 b. The means of integrating
32 344041 ' the building, structure or
T activity into the

34 Clause 16 change to fix numbering error
35 Federated Farmers 136.84

36 Daytona Trust [263.22]

37 Daytona Trust [263.22]
38 NZ Defence Force [284.19]
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% Evolve Planning and Landscape Architecture [50.26]

40 Daytona Trust [263.22]

41 Daytona Trust [263.22]
42 Transpower [262.68]

landscape, including
through planting;

c. The height of retaining
walls, their colour and
whether planting is
necessary to mitigate
their visual effects; and

d. Measures to mitigate
adverse effects on the
characteristics, qualities
and values that make
ONL and ONF

outstanding.®

5. 3: Activity status when
compliance not achieved
with NFL-R2.3: :
Restricted Discretionary

Where

a. The building or
structure is outside

the coastal
environment#

6. 4. Matters over which
discretion is restricted:
* The matters in NFL-P6;
and
* The positive
effects of the
activity.
7. Activity status when

compliance not achieved
with NFL-R2.5:

Discretionary

Where

a. The building or
structure is associated

with regionally
significant
infrastructure

8. Activity status when
compliance not achieved

with NFL-R2.7: Non-
complying#?
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Discretionany®

Where:
s . ¢ " i

43 M Fyson [224.1]
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ONL-and ONE- 6-—Activity status:Permitted** 7—Activity-status-when-
ithint i
environment a.—The building-or structure-is-associated- R2.64: Non-Complying
" ionally_sianif
infrastructure.
NFL-R3 Indigenous vegetation clearance
ONL ocuiside- 1. Activity status: Permitted 2. Activity status when
thecoastal- compliance not
environment*® Where: achieved: Restricted

a. The activity complies with NFL-S5
Indigenous vegetation clearance; or
b. Clearance for the operation, repair or
maintenance of the following activities
where they have been lawfully established:
i. Fences;
ii. Infrastructure;-including-effluent
disposal-systems*;
iii. Buildings and swimming pools; and
iv. Tracks*. driveways, parking areas
and access;

vi—Farm-drains®; or
c. The indigenous vegetation clearance is for
the following purposes:

i. To address an immediate risk to
public safety or damage to
property;%°

ii. The formation of walking tracks less
than 1.5m wide; °’

iii. The construction of a new fence
where the purpose of the new fence
is to exclude stock and/or pests from

the area of indigenous vegetation,
provided that the clearance does not

exceed 3.5m in width; %2

iv. To remove pest species in
accordance with any approved pest
management plan or biosecurity
operational plan; %2

v. To create or maintain a 20m setback

from an area of indigenous

vegetation to a residential unit

(excluding accessory buildings);
vi. To maintain firebreaks to manage

44 Evolve Planning and Landscape Architecture [50.24 and 50.25],

45 Daytona Trust [263.23]

46 Federated Farmers [136.1]

47 NRC [332.28]

48 Consequential as a result of addition of “Tracks”
49 Federated Farmers [136.1]

%0 Daytona Trust [263.69]

51 Daytona Trust [263.69]

52 Daytona Trust [263.69]

53 Daytona Trust [263.69]

54 Daytona Trust [263.69]

Discretionary
Where:

The clearance is
outside the coastal
environment®®

3. Matters over which
discretion is
restricted:
a. The matters in NFL-
P6; and
b. The positive
effects of the
activity.

4. Activity status when

compliance not
achieved with NFL-

R3.2: Discretionary
Where:

The clearance is
associated with
regionally significant
infrastructure

5. Activity status when
compliance not
achieved with NFL-
R3.4: Non-complying®
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fire risk; %8

vii. To remove indigenous vegetation as
directed by Fire and Emergency New
Zealand due to fire risk;%®

viii.For the, operation, maintenance,
repair or removal of infrastructure;”
or

ix. For the minor upgrading of regionally
significant infrastructure.%®

ONL withint! L Activi . Permitted®! 5 Activi |
coastal- compliance not-
ated wi ; i

infrastructure.
NFL-R4 Earthworks
ONL and ONF 1. Activity status: Permitted 2. Activity status when
outside the- compliance not
coastal- Where: achieved: Restricted
environment®? a. The earthworks complies with NFL-S4 Discretionary

Earthworks; or Where:

b. The earthworks is for the operation, repair
or maintenance of the following activities
where they have been lawfully
established®3:

The earthworks is
outside the coastal
environment”®

i—roads-%
i fences, 3. Matters over which
iii. utility connections, discretion is

iv. parking areas, restricted: .
v. effluent disposal systems, a. The matters in NFL-
vi. swimming pools, e and. .

vii. Tracks, driveways, and accessways;® 5 i pasiie

viii. Infrastructure®® eﬁ?c_ts of the

7| - . . activity.
farm-and-forestry tracks;®” or
c. The earthworks is for: 4. Activity status when

e The construction of a new fence in an compliance not

ONL where the purpose of the new
fence is to exclude stock and/or pests
from the area of indigenous vegetation,
provided that the clearance does not
exceed 3.5m in width;%® or

achieved with NFL-
R4.3: Discretionary

Where:

a. The earthworks is
associated with

59 Daytona Trust [263.23]
60 Transpower [292.83]
55 Daytona Trust [263.69]
56 Daytona Trust [263.69]
57 Northpower [283.160]
%8 Chorus 26.72

61 Evolve Planning and Landscape Architecture [50.24 and 50.25],

62 Daytona Trust [263.24]
63 Northpower [283.161]

64 Consequential as a result of adding “infrastructure” which includes roads.

65 NRC [332.28]
66 Northpower [283.161]

67 Consequential change as a result of adding “Tracks”

58 Federated Farmers [136.87])
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Reflectivity; and

b. The addition or alteration:

* The minor upgrade of regionally regionally significant
significant infrastructure.® infrastructure™
5. Activity status when
compliance not
achieved-with NFL-
R4.4: Non-
complying?2
ONI | ONE L Activi tus: Di ; 7 5_ Activi |
ithin 41 i ,
tal W : hi  with NEI
. e ke i iated wi RA4: 1 - :
. i i .
NFL-R5 Additions and alterations to-Maintenance and upgrading of existing network utilities, -
parks and-community infrastructure™
ONL and ONF 1. Activity status: Permitted 3. Activity status when
compliance not
Where: achieved: Restricted”®
a. The activity complies with the-fellowing- discretionary
standards:
i.  NFL-S1 Building-and Structure- 4. Matters over which
Height; ™ discretion is
ii. NEL-S2 Gross-FloorArea;’® restricted:
iii. NFL-S3 Exterior Colour and a. The matters in NFL-P6;
and

iv. NEL-S6-MinorUpgrading.””

i. Does not exceed 20% of the gross

floor area of the existing building

or structure; or

ii. Complies with NFL-S2 Gross Floor

Area; and

c. The height of the addition or alteration:

i. Does not exceed the height of the

existing building or structure above

ground level; or

ii. Complies with NFL-S1 Building

and Structure Height®

provided for in this rule.

2. NFL- R1 to NFL-R2 do not apply to the activities

b. The positive
effects of the
activity.

70 Daytona Trust [263.24]

69 Northpower [283.161]

" Transpower [292.84]

2 Clause 16 change — moved from below.

3 Transpower [292.84] and Environmental Defence Society [265.5]
74 Northpower [283.162],

5 Cl 16 change — to address relationship with NFL-R1
76 Cl 16 change — to address relationship with NFL-R1
7 Clause 16 — moved from NFL-S6

78 Northpower [283.162]

9 Northpower [283.163]
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environment

NFL-R6 Afforestation for commercial forestry

ONL and ONF 1. Activity status: Discretionary 2. Activity status when
outside the compliance not achieved:
coastal Not Applicable

ONL and ONF
within the
coastal
environment

3. Activity status: Non-Complying

4. Activity status when
compliance not achieved:
Not Applicable

NFL-R7 Indigenous vegetation clearance and earthworks associated with conservation
activities
ONL and ONF 1. Activity status: Permitted . Activity status when
compliance not achieved:
Where: Restricted Discretionary
a. The activity complies with the following
standards: . Matters over which
i. NFL-S4 Earthworks; and discretion is restricted:
ii. NFL-S5 Vegetation a. The matters in NFL-P6;
clearance.
b. The positive
2. NFL-R3-to NFL-R4-NEL-R1 to NFL-R2 &do effects of the
not apply to the activities provided for in this
rule.
NFL-R8 Mining activities and quarrying activities
ONL and ONF 1. Activity status: Non-Complying 2. Activity status when compliance

not achieved: Not Applicable

Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes standards

NFL-S1

Building and structure height

The height of any building, or structure, or alteration or addition to an existing building
shall not exceed 5.5m above ground level, excluding:
a. Chimney structures not exceeding 1.2m in width and 1m in height on any

elevation®'.
b. Solar and water heating components provided these do not exceed the height

by more than 0.5m on any elevation. &

c. Satellite dishes and aerials that do not exceed 1m in height and/or diameter on

2. Activity status
when
compliance
not achieved:
Refer to
relevant rule.

any elevation8
d. Antennas attached to existing buildings not exceeding the highest point of the

roof by more than 5m.&

e. Telecommunications poles and attached antennas in formed roads not

exceeding 20m in height and a diameter including all antennas of 1.2m.&

80 Clause 16 change to correct the relevant rules.
81 Daytona Trust 263.26
82 Daytona Trust 263.26
83 Daytona Trust 263.26

84 Chorus [26.69]
85 Chorus [26.69]
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NFL-S2

Gross floor area

1.

The gross floor area of any new building or existing building plus

addition must not exceed:

a. 100m2for-any-accesseory-building—and

b. 150m2-foranyresidential-unit:
a. 50m?in ONL and ONF catego

ry ‘A’ and ‘D’, in the coastal

environment.

b. 100m?in ONL outside the coastal environment

o

25m?in ONF category B, C, and E

d. 100m?in category ONF ‘A’ and ‘D’, outside the coastal

environment&

2. Activity status
when compliance
not achieved: Refer
to relevant rule.

NFL-S3

Exterior colour-and-reflectivity and lighting®’

1. The building and structure exteriors must:
a. Not utilise mirror glazing; and

b. Be coloured or painted with a colour with a reflectance value no
greater than 35% (provided that 2% of each exterior elevation is
exempt) and with a roof colour with a reflectance value no greater

than 30%; and

c. If the exterior surface is painted, have an exterior finish within

Groups A, B or C as defined within the BS5252 standard colour

palette in Appendix X or equivalent

2. All lighting must comply with the following:

a. All exterior lighting shall be directed downward and away from the

adjacent sites and roads;

b. No activity on any site shall result in greater than a 3.0 lux spill

(horizontal or vertical) of lights onto any other site measured at any

point inside the boundary of the other site.&

3.2.°° Activity status
when compliance
not achieved: Refer
to relevant rule.

NFL-S4

Earthworks

1. The earthworks must not exceed the following:

Location

Per site

ONL in coastal environment

50m3in any 12-month period

ONL outside coastal environment

150m3in any 12-month period

ONF category B, C, and E in the
coastal environment

om3

ONF category A and D in the
coastal environment

50m?3 in any 12-month period

ONF category B, C, and E outside

the coastal environment

50m?3 in any 10-year period

ONF category A and D outside the

coastal environment

150m3 in any 12-month period

150m3-in-any-12-month-periedpersite®’; and

3. Activity status
when compliance
not achieved:
Refer to relevant
rule.

86 J & C Hawley [272.12] and Daytona Trust [263.27]

87 Horizon Surveying & Land Development [315.36]

88 Evolve Planning and Landscape Architecture [50.23]

89 Horizon Surveying & Land Development [315.36]

9 Consequential change (addition of new standard)

9" Daytona Trust [263.24], Forest and Bird [149.62] and DOC [304.93]
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2. The maximum cut height or fill depth must not exceed 2m.

NFL-S5 Indigenous vegetation clearance

1. The indigenous vegetation clearance must not exceed 2. Activity status
when compliance
not achieved: Refer
to relevant rule.

a. In the coastal environment - 50m2in any 12-month period per
site®2

b. Outside the coastal environment - 2150m2 in any 12-month
period per site.

NFL-S6 Minor-upgrading®

92 Forest and Bird [149.63]
98 Forest and Bird [149.63]
% Cl 16 — moved to NFL-R5
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